
 
 
 
 

Thank you for selecting the National Building Museum (NBM) for your field trip. The information 

found in this packet will help you prepare for your upcoming visit. Please be sure that all teachers 

attending the field trip review the enclosed information. 
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Introduction to Learning at the  
National Building Museum  

About the National Building Museum 

The National Building Museum advances the quality of the built 

environment by educating people about its impact on their lives. 

 

When most people think of a museum, they are likely to think of the 

things exhibited there: paintings, moon rocks, totem poles, or other 

objects of artistic, scientific, or cultural value. The National Building 

Museum has always offered visitors the chance to see many interesting 

objects, from drawings by famous architects to a full‐scale, 

environmentally friendly house built in our own galleries. However, the 

Museum is above all a forum for the development, exploration, and 

exchange of ideas. 

 

The National Building Museum's impact is evidenced by the broad smiles of children taking part in our 

innovative, hands‐on youth programs and the rave reviews our exhibitions routinely receive. Our 

exhibitions, educational programs, and publications are well regarded not only for their capacity to 

enlighten and entertain, but also as vehicles for fostering lively discussions about a wide range of topics 

related to development, architecture, construction and engineering, interior design, landscape 

architecture, and urban planning.  

 
Design Education: How Students Learn at the National Building Museum 
 

Youth education programs at the National Building Museum inspire students 

to examine the people, processes, and materials that create buildings, places, 

and structures. Museum programs are based on the ideas of design 

education. In design education, the design process is used as an educational 

model that gives students a framework within which they can solve problems, 

create solutions, and then to evaluate their design. The phases of the design 

process often alternate back and forth and may repeat themselves before 

arriving at a final product.  

 

Learning by doing is central to design education. After engaging in hands-on activities that stimulate 

exploration of the built environment, students gain a fresh perspective on their surroundings and begin 

to understand how design decisions can have an impact on the world around them.  
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Preparing for Your Visit  

Getting Here 
 

 Bus parking is available on a first-come, first-served basis at our G Street entrance. Buses may 
park in the driveway but the driver must stay with the bus to be available to move it. Since buses 
will not fit into the nearby parking garages, an uncovered parking lot is available for buses at 6th 
and H Streets NW in Chinatown. 

 Metered parking is located on 5th, F, and G Streets NW (please check meter carefully for hours 
of operation). Nearby parking lots/garages are located on F Street between 6th and 7th Streets, 
D Street between 8th and 9th Streets, and at the corner of 7th and H Streets.  

 The National Building Museum is located across the street from Judiciary Square Metro station 
on Metro's Red line. The Museum can also be accessed by walking two blocks east from the 
Gallery Place-Chinatown Station which serves the Red, Green, and Yellow lines. 
 

Preparing your Students 
 

 Some of the programs have educator resource packets with pre‐ and post‐visit lessons. The 
appropriate educator resource packet can be downloaded from the Museum’s website: 
http://go.nbm.org/educatorpackets. 

 Only My House, My Home, Architecture 101, and Beyond the Walls include exhibition visits 
during the program timeframe. Please plan on visiting the exhibitions before or after your 
program if you would like to see more.  

 Make nametags—use the template on page 7 to make it a fun activity. This helps our teaching 
staff work with your group. 

 If you are participating in a City by Design program, please send home the “Don’t Lose, Reuse” 
handout on page 8 so students will collect the necessary program supplies.  

 Some programs require that each class of 25-30 students be divided into smaller groups. Before 
arriving at the Museum, please divide each class into groups as listed below: 

 

Program Student Groups Minimum # of Chaperones 

My House, My Home 4 groups 4 

City By Design 
4 groups:  

red, yellow, blue, and purple 
4 

Architecture 101 1 group 4 

Designing for Disaster 
Groups of no more than 5-6 

students each 
4 

Fuller’s Fantastic 
Geodesic Dome 

1 group 4 

Beyond the Walls 1 group 4 
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During Your Visit  

Teacher and Chaperone Guidelines 
The Museum’s hands-on programming requires the active participation of students and adults alike. We 
require 4 adults to attend with each class of 25-30 students. If the required number of adults is not 
present, the program may be canceled.  During the program, the Museum asks adult participants to: 

 Stay with the group. Group leaders, teachers, and chaperones may not leave their class during 
a program to visit the shop, exhibitions, or café. 

 Participate actively in the program. Listen carefully to the Museum Teacher’s instructions so that 
you may provide guidance and encouragement to your group. 

 Please keep cell phone usage to a minimum.  

 Remind students of appropriate behavior when necessary (listening to adults and classmates, 
using indoor voices, being respectful to others and the Museum). 

 Keep their assigned student group together. 

Please feel free to share the chaperone guideline sheet on page 9 with your parent chaperones.  

 
Upon Arrival  

 The F Street doors open at 8:30 am (even though the Museum does not open until 10:00 am). 

 The G Street and 5th Street doors do not open until 10:00 am. If you arrive before 10:00am, you 

may either wait outside or walk to the F Street entrance. 

 Have a total count of children and adults for the guard at the entrance. 

 Security measures will require the inspection of adult bags. 

 A Museum Teacher in a red apron will greet you inside the entrance near the fountain at the 

start time of your program.  

 Bring a paper or electronic copy of your Museum confirmation email.  

 

Lunch 

There are no formal lunch facilities at the Museum; however, students may eat in the Great Hall when 

space is available. Please be advised that the Great Hall is frequently used for events, during which 

times children will have to picnic on the Museum’s west lawn or elsewhere. If you would like to check 

the availability of the Great Hall for lunch, please email youthgroups@nbm.org. Please properly 

dispose of trash after lunch. Recycling and trash bins are located throughout the building. 

 

Visiting the Exhibitions 

 Your school program includes complementary admission to the Museum’s exhibitions for up to 

30 students and 8 adults per program. All visitors will need a wristband to enter any exhibition. 

To collect your wristbands visit the Admission Desk in the Great Hall. If you have more than 8 

adults per program, additional adult tickets may be purchased at the discounted rate of $5.  

 Please divide your students into small chaperone-led groups to visit the exhibitions. There 

should be at least one adult for every ten students, and no more than 22 people should visit 

each exhibition at a time. 

 Follow all rules posted on the doors or at the front of the exhibitions.   

mailto:youthgroups@nbm.org
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Visiting the Museum Shop 

The Museum’s award-winning museum shop provides additional resources to support in-school 

learning.  Due to its popularity, a limited number of student groups are permitted inside. If you decide to 

visit the shop, either before or after your school program, please follow the guidelines outlined below: 

  
 One adult must accompany every five children grades PreK-3 and every 10 children grades 4-

12. A maximum of 10 students are permitted in the museum shop at any time. 
 Chaperones must check-in with museum shop staff prior to entering with their student group 

and remain with their group at all times.  
 No food or drinks are allowed in the museum shop.  
 No cell phone use or photography.  
 Backpacks must be carried by hand or placed on the chest (to avoid accidently knocking items 

over). 
 No running, playing, or unruly behavior is permitted in the shop. 

 
General Tips for Being a Good Museum Visitor 

 Remind your group to stay together at all times. 

 Please keep students at least a two to three feet away from the fountain. Do not let students 
touch the water in the fountain; it is recycled water.  

 Walk, do not run, in the Museum. 

 Do not climb on the columns; they are over 100 years old and can be damaged. Instead, try 
making a human chain and measuring the column with your arms. 

 Please use inside voices and be considerate of other museum visitors who may be enjoying a 
school program or tour 
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Reinforcing Your Visit  

Post-Visit Lessons and Activities 

After returning to school, reinforce the students’ field trip experience by having students create a written 

or drawn reflection of their experience. If you participated in the City by Design or Fuller’s Fantastic 

Geodesic Dome programs, you may also complete one of the post-visit activities included in the 

Museum’s Educator Resource Packets. Educator Packets can be downloaded at 

http://go.nbm.org/educatorpackets.  
 

Provide Us with Feedback 
 
We welcome feedback regarding your visit to the Museum. Please complete an online evaluation after 

your museum visit at http://go.nbm.org/eval.  
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Nametag Template
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Don’t Lose, Reuse!  

City by Design Supplies Needed 
During your upcoming City by Design program at the National Building Museum, you will design and 

construct a model building. There are many ways to be environmentally friendly, including reusing 

materials that would normally be thrown away. To supplement supplies provided by the Museum, 

please bring items from home to use as part of your building. 

 

What can you reuse to: 

Make solar panels for your roof? 

Create sturdy walls? 

Design windows for your house? 

 

 

The National Building Museum suggests: 

Buttons 

Egg cartons 

Empty paper towel and toilet paper rolls 

Small boxes from shoes, rice, pasta, or cereal 

 

 

Can you think of anything else? 

 

Please do not bring metal, glass, or plastic water, juice, milk, or nut containers! 

 
 

 

 

 

Using recycled materials to create building models in this program helps preserve the natural environment 

by promoting reuse of objects, rather than their disposal. Such activities prevent filling landfill sites and 

polluting our environment. 

 

Please bring clean, recycled materials from home by: _________________________. 

         (date) 

  



9 

 

 

    

Model Behavior: Encourage good student behavior by modeling for students how to 

listen, participate, and follow directions. Stay with the class during the program and when 

moving between locations.  

 
Be Engaged: Help students during the program. If you’re unsure what to do or don’t 

know the answer to a student’s question, talk to the Museum Teacher with your class.  

 
Have Fun: Our programs include hands-on learning and exploration. We want you to 

enjoy the program as much as the students do.  

Tips for Enriching the Experience 

National Building Museum | 401 F Street NW | Washington, D.C. 20001 | www.nbm.org  

Thank you! 
As a chaperone, you serve an important role on this field trip to the National 

Building Museum. Being a chaperone can be fun and educational, and our 

Museum Teachers appreciate the support you provide during the program. 

Talk to students before 

the trip to help them 

make predictions about 

their visit. 

Ask questions that help 

students make connections 

between what they already 

know and what they are 

learning at the museum. 

Talk one-on-one with 

students in your group about 

their project, ideas, or 

questions. Help students to 

make connections to their 

lives beyond the field trip. 
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