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PatterNs: here, there, & everywhere
This lesson was created as a supplement to the Patterns: Here, There, and Everywhere program at the 
National Building Museum. It is designed to be used in your classroom independently, or as an activity  
before or after a school program at the Museum. For more information about and to register for the  
National Building Museum’s school programs, visit http://go.nbm.org/schoolvisit.

The Patterns Here, There, and Everywhere school program helps students in grades pre-K through one 
recognize patterns and discover their importance in the world around them. Whether a series of windows, 
columns, or different materials, students begin to understand that patterns are an integral part of the built 
environment.

About the National Building Museum 

The National Building Museum is America’s leading cultural institution dedicated to advancing the qual-
ity of the built environment by educating people about its impact on their lives. Through its exhibitions and 
educational programs, including innovative curricula for students, as well as online content and publica-
tions, the Museum tells the stories of the world people design and build. 

The Museum is an independent, non-profit institution and is located in a historic landmark structure at 401 
F Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20001. Connect with the Museum online at www.nbm.org, on Twitter at 
@BuildingMuseum, and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/NationalBuildingMuseum.
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Mosaic Madness
National Standards of Learning: Social Studies – 4; Math – Algebra; Visual Arts – 1   
Duration: One class period, 45 – 60 minutes

Overview
Many buildings are decorated with mosaics. They are patterns formed by inlaying small pieces of stone, 

tile, glass, or enamel into cement, mortar, or plaster. Mosaics can tell stories or form abstract images. This 

lesson gives students the opportunity to create their own pattern-filled mosaics.

Objectives
Students will:

• Recognize and describe shapes and patterns used in mosaics
• Apply knowledge of patterns to create a mosaic using paper tiles
• Describe and evaluate patterns found in student-designed paper 

mosaics.

Materials
• Paper mosaic tiles
• Glue sticks
• Copies of worksheets, pp. 27 and 28

Teacher Prep
• Make mosaic tiles by cutting colored construction paper or   

 magazines into 1/2 x 1/2” squares or order them from    
 www.roylco.com

• Photocopy students worksheets, pp.27 and 28, for each student
• Collect examples of mosaics, either images from books or a real  

 mosaic

Vocabulary 
• Architecture

• Mosaic

• Pattern

• Shape

• Tile
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Lesson Plan

1. Introduce Mosaics and Their Role in Architecture. (5–10 minutes)

• Show students examples of mosaics in buildings. If possible, show them an example of a real 

mosaic.

2. Design Mosaics. (25–30 minutes)

• Using the worksheets, p.27 and p.28, have students create their own mosaic patterns by  

cutting paper mosaic tiles to fit the worksheet shapes. As students cut and design mosaics, 

have them glue the mosaic tiles to the worksheets.

3. Exhibit and Discuss Students’ Work. (10–15 minutes)

• Display students’ work throughout the classroom. With the class, compare and contrast the 

mosaics. Examine the use of color, design, and pattern.

Taking It Further

• Find a mosaic artist to discuss and demonstrate his/her work.

• As a class trip or with their families, have students visit buildings in their community that have 

mosaics. Ask them to identify the patterns.
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Name: ________________________________________

Student Worksheet

Washington Monument Mosaic



28 

Name: ________________________________________

Student Worksheet

Streetscape Mosaic




